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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—McNESS HOUSING TRUST.
Hames on Goldficlds,

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier: Will
the goldfields, in common with other parts
of the Siate, participate in the building of
homes under the MeNess Housing Trust with
the money bequeathed for that purpose in
the will of the late Sir Charles MeNess?

The PREMIER replied: It is not known
how muneh money will be received from this
source, and it appears that some time will
elapse before it is available. The Trust
is in the meantime considering the matter,
but it has not yet determined the poliey to
be adopted.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FARES.
Revenue at Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways: What was the amount of revenue
received as fares at the Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der railway stations during the 12 months
ended the 30th June, 1938, for first and
second class passengers respectively?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Kalgoorlie: first eclass *£18,143,
seeond class "£49,253; Boulder: first class
£448, second class £2,513. *Includes East-
ern States fares collected and paid to the
respective systems.

QUESTION—NURSES, SCARCITY,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Health: 1, In view of the eontinued scarecity
of nurses, will he inform the House what
steps are being taken to ensure an increased
number of trainees? 2, Is there any limita-
tion reparding areas from which trainees
may come or in which they may be trained?
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Endeavours are being made by the Depart-
ment and the Nurses' Registration Board to
utilise some country hospitals of sufficient
size as full or part-time training schools.
2, Na; but they can only be trained in hos-
pitals where the patient accommodation and
the facilities for teaching are recognised as
adenuate by the Nurses’ Registration Board.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resamed from the previous day.

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [4.34]:
order to preserve some sense of consistency,
I do not prepose unduly to detain the House
at this stage. 1 realize, with others, that
members will have an opportunity at a later
date to diseuss matters that affect direetly
their respective constituencies. Tt is my
desire to depart from that intention only
in respeet of two particular interests, the
importance of which, T consider, is of suffi-
cient immediate uwrgeney to warrant their
intruding upon my remarks at this junc-
ture. Before dealing with them, I wish, in
common with other members who have
already spoken, to take this, my first oppor-
tunity, to express my sincere congratu-
lations to youn, Sir, upen your appointment
as Speaker of this House. Having known
vou personally for a number of years, and
having had an opportunity more recently to
be associated to some extent with you in
this House, I, like those who have already
addressed themselves to this subject, feel
confident that you will be able to bring to
bear in your high office that absolute impar-
tiality that is so essential in the oceupant of
the Chair, and that members will in every
way have reason to regard vour activities in
your office with the same degree of satis-
faction as marked the regime of your pre-
decessor. Most memhbers who have addressed
themselves to the motion so far have referred
to what may rightly be regarded as one
of the major problems that confront the
State. T refer to the parlous ¢ondition of
our primary industries, particularly that of
wheatgrowing. Although T am a represen-
tative of a metropolitan constituency, not
dircetly associated with rural pursnits, I
feel, as must do all other metropolitan mem-
bers, that there is an inseparable connection
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between the interests of' the metropolitan
avea and the prosperity or otherwise of the
primary industries of the State. Our imme-
diate concerns in the metropolitan avea are
more in relation to the progress of our sec-
ondary industries, but it goes without say-
ing that unless a full measure of prosperity
prevails in our primary industries, of neces-
sity an adverse effeet must follow upon
our secondary industries. In consequence,
I could not help being struck by what I
may be permitted to deseribe as the very
apt references hy the member for Nedlands
(Hon. N, Keenan) last evening to this par-
ticular problem. I feel that he, in a very
able manner, dealt with aspects of the
question that mnst be apparent to other
members, who may not be able to express
their opinions in sueh eleav-cut terms. The
member for Nedlands pointed out that not
only were the conditions prevailing very
serions for the wheat growing industry it-
self, and for the State generally, but were
franght with grave possibilities regarding
the position with whieh the industry was
likely to be fuced. Without going into de-
tails on many points, respecting which T
would not presume to pose as an authority,
from my own point of view—I feel con-
fident T ean speak for those I have the
privilege of representing for the time being
—I can say that the position in which the
primary producers find themselves to-day
15 viewed with great seriousness. s the
member for Nedlands pointed out, we are
just as keen as they are to see that their
position, as far as it is possible for us fe
do so within the State political arena, is
made as satisfactory as possible, believing
that it is only by that wmeans that the
people in the metropolitan area can ever
hope to maintain a reasonable state of
prosperity. Before leaving this point, how-
ever, I do not want to be misunderstood in
these references. In view of persistent
rumonrs, I feel T shonld at least state my
position, and T hope that will be the atti-
tude taken up by all representatives of
meiropolitan constituencies. There appears
to be a feeling that because those of us
who represent metropolitan constituencies
are responsible for a large section, if aot
for the whole of the industrial aclivities
of the State, our interest begins and ends
there, and that we have no realisation of
onr responsibilities towards the primary
producers of the State, and ne regard for
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their welfare. For my own part, I can
give that charge an emphatic denial. To
those members that are inelined to eriticise
us on that score, I wonld say that though
many of the primary producers of the State
are in a parlons condition, the position of
some people in the metropolitan area is
very little better. I could submit to the
House details of conditions that obtain in
the homes of industrial workers of the
State that would provide a complete eoni-
pavison with those eonfronting the residents
of conntry districts to whom hon. members
representing those constituencies have re-
ferred, That brings me te a point upon
which some stress was laid last night by
the member for Nedlands {(Hon. N. Kee-
nan), namely that, if we are going to
veach any satisfactory solution of this or
anv other problens, we must allow our in-
dividuaal ideas to be subservient at all times
fo the general conditions prevailing
throughout the State. Since I have been in
this Hounse, I have attcmpted, whenever
I have felt that my eontributions might be
of nassistance, to who occupied the
(lovernment benches for the time being. I
was pleased, therefore, to hear the member
for Nedlands say last night that we had
to take a mational outlook with regard to
all our difficulties.

Mr. Raphael: That is all right if you are
a member of the Opposition.

Mr. SHEARK: I do not think it would
make much difference wlere the hon. mem- .
her was. -

Mr. Raphael interjecfed.

Mr. SHEARN: Notwithstanding the in-
terruptions of the member for Victoria
Park (Mr. Raphacl), which have not been
a  bit helpful, and generally are not
helpful, T should like to =ay, if the
hon. member will give me an opporfunity,
that I have endeavoured dispassionately
to review the problems of the Siate as, T
think, have most hon. memhers, and, like
them, to do what I have been sent here to
do, irrespective of party alignments, and
that is to legislate for the henefit of ths
State as a whole. T submit, with all respect
to those associated with me on this side of
the House, that that is their desire also: to
do all they ean for the State in their own
partienlar way at all times. BEspeeially is
that outlook nceessary at thiz important
stage in the history of the State. Before
leaving this matter, I must add that, after
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having listened attentively to what the mem-
ber for Nedlands had to say, I heartily en-
dorse all his remarks, I conclude my re-
marks on the subject by saying 1 feel
equally conlident that, when the Premier at-
tends the conference he last night indi-
cated was to be held, we ¢an look to him to
present to that gathering a faithfnl picture
.of the conditions obfaining in this State,
and we ean he guite certain that he will not
be lacking in lis efforts to conserve our in-
terests.

Reference is made in the Speech to the
fact that there has been progressive im-
provement with regard to the position of the
unemployed. Such improvement has taken
place, but I believe that even the member
for Vietoria Park will agree with me when
I say that the eonditions in my electorate,
and I should imagine in his electorate, judg-
ing from what I have heard, and alse in
many other metropolitan constitnencies, do
not reflect quite such a marked improvement
a3 is indicated in the Speech. My own ob-
servations are borne out by the activities of
the Free Milk Council and many other bod-
ies concerned with the alleviation of distress
in our State. Those activities provide defi-
nite proof that conditions have not im-
proved fo such an extent as is conveyed hy
the Speech. With others I hope that it wil!
be possible in the near future for the Gov-
ernmeat to make some greater effort to pro-
vide work for those that are still obtaining
" insufficient to provide them even with the
mre venessities of life. T understand that
the Government is about to tackle seriously
the problem of meeting the needs of single
uncmployed men and youths. If this matter
is not properly handled, serious repercns-
sions are likely to be experienced in the not
distant future, T ecould give and I have 1o
doubt that other hon, members could
also give scores of instances of hardship in
the various metropolitan econstituencies to
demonstrate that we are faced with a ser-
ious social problem. Were one to take the
troulle to examine statisties, one would pro-
bably discover that this sitnation is largely
responsible for many of the eriminal and
other oftences that are dealt with by the
eourts.

The problem of juvenile delinqueney
needs to be carcfully investigated before it
will be possible to determine the best course
to adopt to meet the position with which we
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are faced. Members will recall that a cer-
tain amount of eriticism was expressed over
the appointment of Mr. Schroeder as a
magistrate of the Children’s Court. In view
of that eriticism, I took the trouble one day,
without Mr. Schroeder’s knowledge—
though I do not think it wonld have made
any difference had he been aware of my in-
tenfion—to see for myself what was being
done in the court. I say without hesitation
—and I feel my contention would be sup-

ported by any others who may have
taken the trouble to investigate the
matter for themselves—that Mr. Schroe-
der is bringing to bear in that

court all the experience of humanity he
has gained elsewhere and that he is earn-
estly endeavouring te direct back into the
path that leads to decent citizenship these
that appear before him. I found, too, that
he was being ably assisted by the officors
assigned to that particelar work by the
Child Welfare Department and that a great
deal of excellent service was being rendered
by the responsible officers attached to the
varions industrial institutions of tho State.
Be that as it may it appears that the time
has arrived when there is a proved necessity
for some deeper and better balanced system
for the solution of this important problem.
I am looking forward with the greatest
antieipation to the Government’s doing some-
thing appropriate to grapple with it. The
ollter evening I heard some adverse criticism
from one member concerning the introdue-
tion of the five-day week jn the Public Ser-
vice and the railways. I find myself in dis-
agreement with him. Surely what we in
Australia and elsewhere in the British Em-
pire rightly pride ourselves upon is our eon-
stant cndeavour to improve the conditions
of our workers.

Mr, Raphael: Come over to this side

My, SHEABN: I spoke of workers. 1
eannet understand any member speaking
in the House with the idea of econveying
that there is anything wrong with any step
that is taken to improve the conditions of
the workers. That has been the established
practice for mauy years past in States that
are more conservative than is Western Aus-
tralia, Very little praetical work can be
done on a Saturday morning. I am only sur-
prised and puzzled to know why this practice
was not introduced by the present Govern-
ment, a Labour Government which elaimz to



[18 Auvcust, 1938.]

exercise such vigilance in the interests of
the workers, of its own volition hefore this
stage. We have the five-day week now, and
I believe, notwithstanding what has been
said to the confrary, it will work out satis-
factorily, and that neither the metropolitan
area nor the counfry will be any the poorer
for it.

Mr. Raphael: Yon must have s lot of
civil servants in Maylands.

Mr. SHEARXN: I hope they have more
intelligence than these who live in Vietoria
Park.

Mr. Raphael: They cannot have it or they
would not have retwmed vou to Parliament
at the last election.

Mr. SITEARXN: When the Royal Commis-
sioner allows me, and if I am not intrading
upon his speech, I will procend. Ancther
point was raised by the wmember for
Perth  (Mr, Needham), namely, that of
superannnation. Prior to my eoming into
this Chamber T advocated that prineiple, and
I veferred to it during last vear’s debate
on the Address-in-reply. T am happy to
know from the Speech that the Government
now proposes to introduce some scheme.
Whether that will he satisfactory we shall
know in good time. T find myself in agree-
ment with the member for Perth when he
referred to what are kuown as the 1871 men
who are alleged to be affected by the opera-
tions of the 1904 Act. T hope some means
will be evolved whereby n meazure of reeog-
nition and justice may he brought to hear
npon their particular problem. No reference
to hospital matters wonld be complete with-
ont a reverential allusion to the Iate Flon,
S. W, Munsie. He was one of those who
sat on the Government bench during the two
sessions that T was here. Mis sineerity of
purpose was ever apparenf. I believe this
House and the State generally, irrespective
of whether we agreed with hiz polities ov
not, will sadly miss him as the days zo by.
We have a measure of consolation ¢oming fo
ws through onr knowledge that the mantle
of offiee, left vaeant hy the death of M.
Munsie, has fallen npon the eapable shoul-
ders of the Hon. A, H. Panton, Those of us
who have taken the mevest interest in hos-
pital questions and similar matters witl know
that there is no person on the Ministerial
side of the House, with all due respect fo
them, who could more properiy fill the role,
and who would be more ably equipped to dis-
charge the duties of his Ministerinl oflice.
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I wish him every suceess, We are very
anxious to know definitely what is going to
he done with respeet to the Perth Hospital.
Whether the scheme that has been promul-
gated in the Press will prove practicable ox
nat, we shall probally know from the Minis-
ter at a later stage. As I s=aid last session,
the time has long passed when consideration
ought to be given to the conditions obtaining
in that institution. I am delighted to know
that at least a start is to be made to pro-
vide reasonable aceommodation for those
who may requive it at the hospital. Refer-
enee is made in the Speech to advertising
the State, both loeally and in other parts of
Australia, with the ohject of developing the
tourist traflic. This reealls to my mind how
much we are behind in the matter of tourist
trade. Members will have noticed the great
commendation which visitors roturning from
Sydney gove to this State’s digplay at the
Roval Show in that city. A personal friend
of mine, with some little knowledge of the
matter, told me De considered that
the layont and  presentation  gener-
ally, as well as  the comrtesy and  ai-
tenbion  extended to  visitors  and  in-
quirers hy the oflicers associated with the
display, reflected the greatest possible eredit
apon them. As our display there was such
an ouistanding suceess, it is surely some in-
dication of the neeessity for this State con-
sidering in the near future the establish-
ment of at any rate one olfiee, in Melbonrne
or Sydney, so that we may obtain a greater
measure of the potential touvist trade Lrom
the largest cities of Australia. This in effect
s what my friend said to me. ‘The state-
ment is perfeetly logieal zince Queensland
has recently thought fit to cstablish a burean
here, where we have a comparatively small
population upon which to draw for poten-
tial tourist traffic. Surely, in our ease, when
we have the huge populations of rthe Eastern
States to draw upon, we should he justified
in making the experiment in at least one
of the big cities. I hope the Government
will set abont trying ouf the scheme as soon
as possible. T feel sure the result will he
gatisfactory and prove lo he merited.

In view of the great attraction and utility
of the riverside improvements, T should like
to see a continnation of the work along the
river to the Maylands airport. 1 have
already taken the matter up with the Min-
ister and helieve he is favourably disposed
towards it. I realise that will perhaps mean
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securing some financial assistance from the
Federal Government, but it is a work that,
if done, will add considerably tn that which
we have already started and will be of great

practieal value to the eommunity generally..

Under the heading of sewerage undertak-
ings, it is pleasing to note from the Speech
and from my own knowledge that this work,
which inecludes Maylands, will shortly be
completed. Apart from its beneficial in-
fluence on the health of the community, the
work has been the means of providing a
good deal of useful employment for those
who look to the Government for it. There-
fore I hope that the Government will he ahle
to continue the policy of gencral extensions.
While I acknowledge at this stage the
courtesy of both the Minister and the Under
Secretary of the department in the matter
of deferred houschold eonnections, T should
like to remind the Minister that there are
still many in my distriet who lave not yvet
been able to get connected up with the
scheme, but have to face the local sanitary
charges and the departmental rate. There
is a small parochial matter fo which T wish
to draw attention. T brought it under the
notice of the department some time
ago. I was told then and have sinee
been informed that the question would re-
ceive consideration and review at an carly
date, I refer to the provision of o full-size
main in lien of a three-quarter inch main
in a very short street. In the street I
have in mind there are very few vacant
blocks of land and quite 2 number of fine
homes, but the position is that at 5 o’cloek
in the evening it is impossible to get & cup
of water under a quarter of an hour. That
statement c¢an be horne out by another
member of this Chamber. I trust the Min-
ister will be oble to inform me that in the
very near future the matter will be defin-
itely attended to. The expenditure involved

would wnot be considerable. TIf it were
a malfer of involving major expendi-

ture, I could understand the exeuse for de-
lay., Another matter is the suggested legis-
lation to provide homes for those on the
lower income seale. With the vacant land
we have in the metropolifan area, and the
avanilable timbers of our own, I am delighted
to Jearn that at last the Government intends
to make a move in this direction. I for one
will be tnterested to see at a later stage how
the Premicr intends to deal with this matter
and what the seheme is likely Lo involve. I
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am hoping it will be able to cater for those
who ab the present time are not being
catered for by private enterprise. To get
baek to another matter of local interest, it
is four or five vears since the residents of
these parts of Novth Perth and Mt, Lawley
that arve in my electorate first asked for ap-
propriate transport facilities.  Notwith-
standing the rapid growth that those areas
have made in recent years, and the faect that
there has been transport provided in other
parts of the metropolitan area, where trans-
port was already in existenee, we have not
been #ble to get any consideration at all,
In fairness to the Transport Board, 1 might
say that T brought the request before that
board, and the members gave it cvery con-
sideration, T fecl confident that from my
experience of the gentlemen composing the
hoard that we have their sympathy because
they lave earried out an investigation and
they are convinced that what is sought is
thoronghly justified. We should he granted
the facilities we séek when their urgency and
practicability iz definitely  demonstrated.
Either that, or the Government should allow
private enterprise to come to our assistance,
The people concerned are indirectly paying
for services that they seek, and yet are
denied those serviees.

A nmeh diseussed matter is that associated
with the rcgulations framed by the Depart-
ment of Native Affairs. The guestion is
surrounded by so many different aspeets and
interests, that I do not propose fo dwell on
it at any length, except merely to say that
it is obvious to anyone, however little he
may know of the subject, that the regula-
tions that were recently gazetied are not
in the best interests of the community or of
the department that has eharge of these
problems. Therefore, T trust that when the
regnlations, as I assume they will, come be-
fore the Housc the Minister responsible will
withdraw them with the object of substitut-
ing others of a much more practicable nature
and that greaicr consideration will be given
to the various intevests associated with the
work of the department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T understand that the
regulations have been withdrawn.

Mr. SHEARN: I am very happy to hear
that. With referenec to the Education De-
partment, I believe T express the view of
every member when T say that the appoint-
ment of Mr. Hadley as divector of Edueca-
tion was well merited and a wise Govern-
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ment decision. As a layman, I feel it should
be the aim of any Government to endeavour
to select, when requiring a director for this
particular department, a member of its
existing stafl, if that be possible. It will be
obvious that action of that kind not only
creates ineentive amongst senior officers, but
their peculiar knowledge of local conditions
must be of immense value in their snbsequent
activities. So L feel that the Government
is to be commended for having chosen one
of its senior officers to fill the post of diree-
tor, TWhen the Estimates of the Education
Department are reached, I hope to have the
opportunity to say something in relation to
the absence of appropriate infant school
facilities in my cleetorate. I hope to be able
to deal with the deplorvable state of the play-
ing grounds and shelter sheds at the Ingle-
wood School. There have been two easnal-
ties at that playground in recent months, due
entirely to its unsatisfactory state.

Mr. Warner: You are lucky to have a
playgronnd at all.

Mr. SHEARN: I have been spproached
during number of

dairymen in

wopoant

vegent  weeksy

I'I\T )
hy g
my district who have ex-
plained to me their view of the apparently
nnfair position in which they find themselves,
Apart from the merits or demerits of their
protest ngainst the recently proclaimed in-

crease in the price of milk, T feel that theve

is 2 measure of justice in their eclaim.
They contribute something like  two-
thirds of the revenue towards the

administration of the hoard, so they tell
me, and that bas ereated a fund of some
ihonsands of pounds; vet they have neither
representation on the board nor have they
any actual voice in its activities. When this
sjuestion was hefore the House on a previous
accasion, T listened to what the Minister had
to say, but T was not eonvinced that it was
logieal that a section of the public who
always have been and still are vitally eon-
verned in an industry should be called upon
to make a major contrihution towards the
administration costs of the governing hody,
and yet have no voice in that administration.
That does not appear to me to he rvight. T
shonld like to see that aspeet investigated.
[ trust that as a result of the representations
that have bheen made, the Government will
seriously consider the praetieahility of heing
able in some way to alter the situation so
that the peeple to whom I have referved
may have some representation on the board,
1o]
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and a say in what the board should do.
It sueh a proposal were agreed to, it would
tend towards a greater measure of harmony
and a much more equitable state of affairs
than exists to-day. My next reference will
perhaps be received with hostility by eertain
members.

Mr. ¥ox: Do not anticipate!

Mr. SHEARN: It has become almost a
custom, not only in this Parliament but in
aother Parliaments as well, to have at least
one all-night sitting per session. Some
cffort should be made to overcome that posi-
tion. I submit vespectfully and sincerely to
the House that, exeept for one thing which
1 shall mention presently, there does not ap-
pear to be any logical reason for such a con-
dition of affairs. Irrespective of which
Government may be in power, opportunity
is sometimes taken in the elosing stages of
a session to introduee some controversial
legislation which, if I may be pardoned for
saying so, it 18 desired to push threugh. [
helieve I echo the sentiments of the majority
of memhers, if not of all, when I express the
hope  thai the Governmenr will give the
House early and full opportunity for
thorough investigation of every legislative
proposal, so that if it has any merit, even an
allegedly hostile Opposition will assist the
Government to place the measure on the
statute-hook. Therefore I see no good reason
for all-might sittings, which are hardly fair
to members and certainly ave grossly nnfair
to the staff of the House. Ample evidence
could be aduced to show that already there
has been experience of Bills passed in the
ntmosphere of all-night sittings reflecting no
eredit on the Chamber and proving unfair
fo the people whom we vepresent and on
whose behalf wa legislate. I hope that some
meber with perhaps move influence than
T possess will follow up the matter,
and that in the nepr future some
good in that direstion will resnlt. 1In
conclusion I express the sineere hope
that the final session of this Parlia-
ment may be characterised by a spirit of
ready co-operation on the part of the Gov-
ernment and of the Opposition, and that de-
bate may he free frem all bitterness. Lot
us endeavour to deal tairly and equitably
with any and all legislative proposals that
come hefore the House having for their ob-
jective the advancement of the whole State
of Western Australia.
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MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [3.18]:
With others members, I desire to eongratu-
late you, Sir, on your elevation to the
Speakership of this Chamber. I feel cer-
tain that you will maintain the high stan-
dard of efficiency and impartiality which
has always characterised the oceupants of
that distinguished position. I wish also Lo
congratulate the ex-Speaker (Hon. A. IL
Panton) on having heen raised to Ministerial
rank. If experience will make a success in
any position, the new Minister should prove
entirely suecessful in the two portfolios he
holds. The hon. gentleman is a praectieal
winer; and as regards the Health portfolio
it is sufficient to say that he has an inti-
mate knowledge of lealth wnatters, gained
during the great number of years he has
served in an honoravry capacity on  the
honrd of management of the TPerth Hospi-
fal. I wish also to congratulate Mr. Lenhy,
one of my colleagues, on having won the
Hanuans seat. T have known the hon. mem-
ber for something like 20 years, and T con-
fidently declare that if he applies to the
position of member for lannans the same
whilily and integrity which characterised
himn as a workmen’s inspeetor of mines, he
will hold the Hannans seat for many years.
Further, 1 desire lo congratnlate the new
member for Sussex (Mr. Willmott) on hav-
ing won that seat. Although in his case,
as in that of Mr. Leahy, we deeply regret
the cirewnstances rendering it necessary
that he should he cleeted, 1 have no doubt
whatever that it Mr. Willmott attends to
his dulies—I feel alinosl certain he will—
in the same way as the Inte My, Brockman
did, he alzo will refain his seat for many
years.

" Belure dealing with the subjects men-
tivned in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech 1
wish to refer to a statement made by the
Licader of the Opposition while the meniber
for Perth (Mr. Needham) was speaking in
regard to eriticisms levelled at the Govern-
ment eoncerning the appointment of Mr.
Wolft to the Supreme Court bench. I dis-
tinetly understood the Leader of the Oppo-
sittan to say that there was no congestion
in the industrial ecourts and that therefore
(he clevation of Mr. Wolff to the judiciary
was unnecessary. IHowever, the leader of
the Opposition has steadily denied having
made that staiement. I took a note of what
the hon. gentleman actually did say. T
am pot partienlarly coneerned about his ervi-
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ticism of the Government.  Tn all Parlia-
ments il is wmore or less the task of the
Upposition Leader, whoever he may be and
to whatever purty he may helong, to eriti-
cise Lhe netions of the Premier and his
Minislers. What 1 amn coneerned aboub is
that T am certain the Leader of the Opposi-
Lion ciel say fhak there was no eongestion
in the industrial courts and that the
appointinent of an additional memnber of Lhe
judiciary was not warranted. 1 made a
note of his words, and this is what T took
down— ’

I do not pose ag an aunthority, but T wateh
the work of the Arbiteation Court closely, nmd
I have not. heard of any eongestion,

Later the Leader of the Opposition said—

I lhave not seen a reference tu any of the
cases having been carried over which should
have been dealt with,

Hon. ¢ G, Latham: If you fook that
Prom “*Hunsard,”’ as I suppose you did,
vou are wrong, [ referred to the Supreme
Court. You eannot say that 1 was unfair
to the Government.

Mr. STYANTS: What I took down is in
aceorid with what appears in “*Hansard, ™’

Hon. C, G Latham: I know that. “*ian-
sard’ can make a mistake, the same as
anyone else. I was referring to the Sup-
reme Court.

Mr. STYANTS: In regard to this par-
ticular matter of the appointment of an-
other member of the judiciary, I may point
ont, as illustrating the congestion in the
Arbitration Court, that unions which had
cited elaims us £ar baek as 18 months had
rot, owing to the stress of work, had their
cases dealt with by the conrt, and even then
the court could not indicale when those
eases would be henrd.  Apart from that as-
pect, theve was the anomaly in Western
Australia that a litigant desiring to appeal
trom the decision of a judge to the 1°ull
Court found himself appealing from Caesar
to Caesar, in that the judge from whose
deecision he was appealing bad to sit as
one of three judges to eonstitute the appeal
court. That is a highly unsatisfactory state
of affairs. Now that Western Ausiralin
has fonr judges, the system of appealing
from Cuesar to Caesar should be nnneces-
sary.

I have listened carvefully to the lengkhy
discussion of the action of the Minister
for Labour in connection with the threatened
dispute at Collie. From the unanimons eriti-
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eistn voiced on the other side of the Cham-
ber it would appear as though this matter
is to become an election battle-ery, at any
rate in the country distriets. I have a very
high opinion of the President of the Arbi-
tration Court. As a rule his deecisions are
consistent and logieal, but there have been
instances when it was hard to understand
the inconsistencies which he ineorporated in
awards and findings. 1 wish to refer parti-
cularly to the penalty clause introduced not
only in the case of the Collie miners but
also in the case of miners on the Eastern
Cioldficlds and clsewhere in the State. The
I'resident of the Arbitration Court, in my
npinion, definitely went outside the arbitra-
tion Jaw and usurped the functions of the
Legislature hy declaring a penalty addi-
tional Lo that provided in the Industrial
Arbitration Act. Seetion 129 of that Act
provides ceriain penalties which are applie-
able to either an employer or an industrial
unien participating in anything in the na-
ture of a strike, and also to individual mem-
bers of a wnion participating in the strike.

For what T complain of T hold the Presi-
dent of the Arhitration Court ehiefly respou-
sible.  After all, we expect the employers’
representative to support the employers’
ease, and the workers’ representative fo up-
hold the union’s ease; and thus the real deci-
sion lies with the President of the Arbitra-
tion Court. On the occasion I refer fo, the
i*resident introduced a penalty clawse which
automatically operates against the worker in
the event of a strike taking place. It is the
greatest faree in the world that the employer
immediately hencfits by the application of
this antomatic penalty clause. I thoroughly
helieve that the President of the Arbitra-
fion Court introduecerd the clause as an ex-
periment for the purpose of maintaining
industrial peaee, hut there is not the slight-
vst doubt that the experiment has resulted in
fotal failure. Tt not only causes stoppages,
hut prolongs stoppages, and will prove de-
structive to the spirit of tndustrial arbitra-
tion. This penalty clavse gives the employer
unfair power over the worker, and desiroys
that sense of equality which the arbitration
law presupposes to exist between the par-
tics. The employer can decide npon a stop-
page, can declare a lockout, and then, if he
is to he mude subject ta the penaities of the
industrial arbitration law, it must be proved
thal he hng eommitied n lweach of the Tn-
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dustrial Arbitration Act. However, there
is ne penalty attaching to the employer out-
side that contained in the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act. On the other hand, immediately
an unauthorised stoppage takes place, there
is an automatic penalty imposed upon the
warker.

© The most wunfair and most unjust
part of it is that the fine inflicted on the
workers goes into the pocket of the em-
plover, and this without a trial in any shape
or form. It is quite possible, and there is
more than a suspicion, that provocative
methods have been used by employers for
the purposc of bringing ahout strikes,

the rmployers knowing that s the
result of a slrike they would benefit
to  the extent that the workers were
vompelled to forfeit annual leave. “There
is no provision in the conrt decision

for the impoesition of a penalty upon an em-
ployer if he declaves a lockont. In the event
of his deing so, he is nol compelled Lo pay
double the eguivalent of the munual leave
dne to the workers. Therefore, T consider
the clause most unfair and unjust: it should
not find a place in an industrial award or
agreciaent. My opinion is that the Arbi-
tration Conrl has execeded itg jurisdiction in
making provision for a penaliy that shall
apply i the worker only, or indeed
for any  pennlty additional (o f[hat
already  preseribed by the  Induostrial
Arbitration Aet. An employer can order
a stoppage of work and it will not he
questioned; hut if the employees have a
vexatious problem to solve and decide to
hold a stop-work meeting to discuss it, thex
this

are automatically fined by penalty
clause. For every day of the stoppage they

lose one day of the annual leave that has
acerued Lo them, notwithstanding that they
have worked for and earned it.  Kwven if
employees cease work to attend the funeral
of u nate who has heen killed in their shafi.
they are liable, without reference 1o any
legal tribunal at all, to lose a day of their
annual leave, if they absent themselves with-
out the employer’s permission. It is unfair
and unjust that an employer should be bene-
lited by a fine which is inflicted upon the
men if they indulge in something in the
nature of a strike. That kind of thing will
not bring abont indumsfrial peace. Irrespee-
tive of what penalties may be provided, if
the men consider they are heing unjustly
{reated, or if they think that something te
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which they are entitled is being unfairly
withlield from fhem, they will go on strike,

No such provision as that to which I have
directed atlention, or any section of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aet, would prevent the
men from siriking. They would prefer to
take direct action and put up with the conse-
quences.  This 1s one of the most glaring
instances of inconsisteney and unfair treat-
ment of the worker by the Arbitration Court
that I know of. We have heard considerable
criticism by Opposition members of the action
taken by a Minister in a recent industrial
dispute, By a considerable strefch of imag-
ination, they econtended that the Minister’s
action was not strictly fair and net in
accordance with arbitration law. They com-
plained bitterly, hat we did not hear any
complaints from them when the Arbitration
Court introduved this unfair penalty clause
into an award which, peculiarly enough,
applies to the members of the union to whom
the Opposition alleges preferential treat-
ment was given by the Minister for Em-
ployment, If there were legal means by
which that pepalty clause could he struck
ont of the two agreements

Mr. Hughes: There is nothing to stop
you from introducing a private Bill for that

purpose.
Mr. STYANTS: T am not so skilled
in the law as is the hon. member,

although his motions before the House
are generally ruled out of order
I would be prepared to give my sup-
port to any means that could be devised for
exeising the penalty elanse from the agree-
ments, because I believe the President of
the Arbitration Court, who is the deciding
factor, has exceeded his jurvisdietion and
done a complete injusticc to the workers
in the particular industry concerned,
Another matter I wish to deal with is not
mentioned in the list of proposed legislation
contained in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech.
I would like to see legislation introduced to
make third-party insurance compulsory. T
would regard such a measure as one of the
most important on the statute-book. T
realise there are some objections to it, but
I believe they could be overcome without in-
flicting injustice upon anyone. The difliculty
is that in this State we have more than one
licensing authority. A man of straw, with
no assets at all, can at the present time buy
& motor car, pay a small deposit on it, use
it on the road, and by reckless driving do
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grievons injury to a third party. As the
motor car does not belong to him, and he has

no  assefs lhalt can be seized, the unfor-
tunate person who is injured has no
redress. He has 1o go into hos-
pital, and if he is without [unds 1he

State—that is, the taxpayer—has to bear
the cost of his medieal and hospital treat-
tment. e may he incapaeitated for per-
haps six or nine months, and may never
regain 100 per eent. elficiency.  Yet the
person responsible for the aceident is not
called on fto foot the bill to the extent of
even one shilling. Third party insuranee is
in operation in most of the States.

Mr, Patriek: You wonld have to =afe-
guard the motorist regarding the amonnt of!
premutm to be eharged.

Mr, STYANTS: I agree with the member
for Greenough that we should not pass a
measure compelling motorists to effeet third-
party insurance without some safeguard as
to the premium to be chavged, because, if we
didh, we would place the motorists of the State
at the merey of the inswrance compaunies,
which could charge as much as £10 lor a
cover, 1 have been looking up the licensing
figures for last year and find that in the
metropolitan area 17,640 cars were licensed,
and in the country areas, 16,540, or a total
of 34,180. In addition, 5,022 goods vehicles
were licensed in the metropelitan area, and
14,578 in the country districts, or a tofal
of 18,600, in the metropolitan area 218
motor buses were licensed, and in the
country distriets 101, a total of 319, In
addition, 6,977 motor cyeles were ligensed.

The Minister for Employment: That is
6,976 too many.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes. Ju my opinion
motor eyeles are the greatest  potentin)
danger we have on the road.  The number
of persons who would have to take out
third-party insurance wonld thevefore be
G1,076. In New Zealand, from what [ have
read and gleaned {rom other sources, third-
party risk insuranee is compulsory.  The
premium is about £1 for each cover. The
scheme there, however, is losing a tremendous
amount of money and it is only a matter of
time when the preminm rate will be revised.
T would not like a scheme to be introduced
in this State that would not prove to be
solvent, that would run for a certain time
und then become bankrupt. In South Aus-
tralia this insuranece is also compulsory and
I understand that the compensation pro-
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vided is much more liberal than it is in New
Zealand. The premium rate in South Aus-
(ralia is about £2 10s. 1In order Lo find out
the opinion of the insurauee companies
liere  on  this malter and  what  they
would charze by way of preminm, I got into
touch with one of the principal compuanies
in the eity and asked for 2 qguotation.
The company gquoted £3 5s, which, of conrse,
is a probihibive amount. 1 believe that if
the State Tnsurance Oflice were legalised,
it could undertake this insurance business
provided means coutd be found to acrive at
a fair ehavge. [ believe also the State Tnsor-
anee Office could cater for the whole of this
business in the State.  Another objection fo
the introduction of third-party risk insur-
ance in Western Aunstralia is that we have
140 licensing  authorilies, whereas in fhe
other States there is one licensing authority
only., In the metropolitan urea, the licens-
ing oauthority is the IPolice Department,
which T am sure would he 100 per cent.
cfficient in compelling the taking out of
third-party risk insnrance.  Local govern-
i hodies, hewever—1 do nob say this
in any derogatory sense—would noi be so
prompt in cowmpelling o motor cur owner
to take out third-party risk insurance. As
a matter of fact, some local governing hodies
allow a period of three months beyond the
date when the license fre heeomes due for
payent of the fee.

Alr. Warner: That diffendty could be over-
come by making it compulsory for the motor
car owner to produce his insurance policy
hefore his lieense was issued.

Mr. STYANTS: That is so, but then il
would be three months late. Loeal govern-
ing bodies are in the habit of allowing
farmers three nonths’ geaee within which
to pay heense fees for Lheir moloe vehicles,
This gives the Farmer an opporlunity fo
ek his crop off or to receive payment for u
erop already sold. It is probably inevitable
that any accident would ocenr during those
three months if he had one at all.

Mr. Walts: The law does not provide for
that period of gruce.

Mr. STYANTS: But still it iz the cus-
tom.

Mr. Patriek: The difficulty could be over-
come,

Mr. STYANTS: Yes. I would strongly
support any measure brought down by the
CGovernment for the purpose of inangurat-
ing Lhis much-needed reform.
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One matter with which I have deali cach
session lfecting the eastern poldfields is the

butlding ot workers” homes. For quite a
number of years goldficlds residenis were

nol eligible to have homes under the general
secheme of the Workers' HMomes Act,  Albount
S5 vears age the Goverment decided to
build a bateh of 40 workees’ lomes en the
woldlields, and for them 73 vr 75 applico-
tions were reccived. The 40 homes havo
heen built and have proved sueceessful from
the point of view of the tenant and the de-
partnent. The prospective owners are main-
taining their paymenis. Last Decemher the
Prowmier annonneed that he was prepared
to  authorise the  bailding  of  additional
workers” homes on the goldfields in order to
meet the house shortage.

Mre. Nulsen: Al Kalzoeorlie and Boulder
ouly.

Mr. STYANTS: [ believe that iz so, T
do not know whether the scheme was to he
extended to other goldficlds, hut those lwe
distriets were mentioned, and the Premicer
unelertonlk 1o authorise the wonstruetion of
L6 homes per ammun. Applications were
again invited. and to date these number 118.
1 understand that in the metropolitan area
the board is 18 wmonths hehind its schednle
ol building homes applied for. If we get the
promised number of 16 homes per annum we
are already seven years behind the schednle,
which is an indieation of the house shovtage
prevailing, The postmaster at Kalgoorlie
informed me some time age that in the Kai-
voorlie letter-cavriers’ district—that does not
incinde  Boulder—there were over 240
houses in which more than one family was
Hiving. Those who know the class of home
in Kalgoarlie will appreciate that there are
very [ew lirge enough to accommodate more
than one family. Unfortunately, overcrowd-
ing is oecwrring, due to the ncute shortage of
houses.  While 1 was in 2 measure pleased
that the Premier had agreed to extend the
Luilding operalions of the hoard on the
woldfields, what T complain of is that,
though something like eight or nine months
linve elopsed since the promise was given,
when T was in Kalgoorlie ten days ago, the
stumps had just been put in for the first two
of the 16 houses. Thercfore it does not ap-
pear likely that the programme promised
will be maintained.

Oue of the most pressing problems arising
from the deplorable amount of over-erowd-
ing is that of rack renting. This applies
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particularly to the eastern goldfields. If
the Ciovernment, to ensure decent homes
for parents and children, undertook a bigger
programme, there would not he any luss of
the money cxpended by the Cfovernment.
Goldfields residents do not expect to recgive
the terms of repayment that operate in the
metropolitan avea, where a worker may get
a brick home on poayments spread ever 30
or 35 years. On the goldfields a speeinl
agreement is made befween the board and
the prospeetive owner, in which he uader-
takes to repay the whale of the eapital out-
lay, plus interest and rates. in a period of
ten yerrs. Those people who are in a posi-
Lipn (o expresz an opinion sltate that the Life
of  (he vastern goldfields is assured Lor o
period of a1 Jeast double (en years, so there
iz no reason why the Government should nol
launch out on a bigger programme and en-
deavour, not only (v provide an adequate
nunther of homes For fhe people, but alse,
by so doing, to bring about a reduction of
the exorbitant vents now being charged.

Another suggestion T wish to make is that
of providing a free pass onec a year for
caeh of the men who have been prohibited
Lrom further working in the mines on ac-
count of  having contracted  ocenpational
disvases.  Ninely-cight per cent. of thosce
e are drawing less wider the compensa-
tion payments han is provided by the basie
wage for the distriet. Whereas the basic
wage for the distriet is a Tittle over £4 15s.,
a man with a wife and two children would
recgive by way of compensation £3 Js. or
£8 Ts 6d. a week. Many of the men eon-
cerned had worked in the industry for years,
but had to leave it beeause thev had con-
tracted the dreaded minevs’ complaint. On
the anount of compensation they are reeeiv-
ing, they find it very difficult to afford a
holiday trip to the const onee a year. Men
who work in the mines have told me that if
they o to one of the seaside resorts cach
vear for three weeks or a month, the cleans-
ing effect of the sea air on the lungs is re-
markable, and they return to the industry
rejuvenated in health. I de not wish to infer
that the men who have conlracted miners’
phthisis or tuberculosis would be rejuvenated
by a holiday at the coast. T was speaking
of the men who are still working in the
mines and have not contracted the discase.
After spending three weeks or a month at
the eoast, they experience wouderlful relief in
the vespiratory systen,
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To grant this concession would not vosl
the Railway Department anything in actual
cush. Rarely, execpt at holiday time, docs
a train leave Kalgoorlie with a full comple-
ment of passengers, The nnwmber of men
lo whom the concession wounld be granted
is limited; T do not suppose there nre many
hundreds in all. If they were allowed to
travel, one or two cach day, the cost to the
Railway Department in material and man
power would he nil, hecaunse such men would
ocenpy nccommodation that otherwise wonld
be vacant. The Minister shonld give the
matter eonsideration with a view to grant-
tngr {he concession fo these men, many of
whom have pioncered the industry or have
worked in il For many venrs, wnd have con-
teacted miners' diseases in the course of (heir
oveupation,  Whether {frec  passes  werr
granted to Fspernnce, Fremantle or other
senside resorts wonld be immaterinl; it is al
the coast that such men derive bhencfit,

Mr. Warner: Would you grant the same
concession fo farmers on sustenanee, who,
after working a whole vear, might want to
recuperale in order to be Rt to put in another
crop?

Mr. STYANTS: The hon. wewher he-
lanps to the Country Party, and if he sub-
mits Lhat proposition, T shall demonstrate
by my vate whether T support it or other-
wisc.

Me, Warner: That is fhe troulle.

Member: The conditions ure not eom-
parable.

A STYANTS: Let me now speak of the
laek of necommodation provided at Parlia-
ment: House for members interviewing their
constituents on business.

Mr. Warner: Now
rround.

Mr. STYANTS: Tt is disgraceful that
when a eonstituent ealls on a silting day
to see n memhber, whether o metropolitan,
country gr goldficlds member, there is only
one roont, the steangers’ room, that can he
used, The stranger is not permitted to pass
the glass doors leading into the eorridor,
and if anybody happens to be oceupying the
strangers’ room, and the few scats in the
lobby are oecupied, there is no alternative to
the memher’s taking his constituent out on
to the lawn or into the street, This incon-
venienee shonld receive the serious consideva-
tion of the Government to the end that a
greuter nmount of neeommoedation shionld he
provided.

vou are on  good



[18 Awvcusrt, 1938.]

The Speech indicales thab legislation is
io be iniroduced dealing with navigation.
Inguiries have revealed that the measure
is designed particularly to control the use
of Neon lights on the lburbour front and
in the harbowr background that might be
contusing to mariners navigating vessels into
the harbour. I do not know a great deal
about that aspect of the matter, but 1 do
know ibat similar legislation is needed to
apply to the mailway system, partienlarly in
the melropolitan avea.

Mr. Cross: On some of the roads, iLoo.

Mr. STYANTS: Under the Government
Itailways Aet the Comnmissioner olf Railways
las no statutory anthorily to compel any-
baly o refenin from erecling or Lo dis-
mantle an existing Neon light, although it
might be located jmmadiately hehind a signal
hracket.  Unfortunately, the colours chiefly
favoured for Neon signs are those used for
railway signals, namely, red and green. Re-
cently T artended a meeting of the manag-
ing body of the Engine Drivers’ Union. If
there is anyone who should be in a position
to say whether Neon lights are confusing io
railway men, it shounid he a member of that
organisation. They are the men who have
to drive the locomotives on the metropolitan
railways, and they have assured me that
such lights are confusing.  Railway offi-
cers have informed me that on various
oceasions when people had contemplated
ereetine Neon lights fthat would econflict
with railway signals, the danger had heen
pointed out and those people had proved
reasonahle and had either dismantled the
lights or refrained from crecting  them.
That arrangement is satisfactory as far as
it goes, but some day a person nof so rea-
somable will refuse—and legally reluse—to
relrain From erccting a Neon sign and pos-
sibly o serions accident will ocenr. 1 know
Irom expericnee of Neon lights in the met-
ropolitan avea six or seven years ago, when
they were not nearly so numerous as they
are now, Lhat at ¢ertain points along the
ling, I had to bear in mind that one of the
lights visible was not the red or the green
licht signal of the railways. 1f it is pos-
sible to incorporale in the legislation tn
ha provided for safeguarding navigation,
similar protection for the railways, the
tiovernment would he well advised to in-
elnde it, and thus give the Commissioner of
Railways statutory power to ensure that
XNeon lights shall not be erected in posi-
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tions likely tu contict with or be confused
witl railway signals.

In common with the member for May-
lands and the member for Perth, T am
pleased to note that the Governmment has
at lust decided to introduce legislation to
provide a superannuation scheme for Gov-
crnmunt employees. There is no doubt that
the State has been very lax in neglecting to
deal with this problem.  Eight or nine
years age when T attended an inter-
stale conference of engine-men, which was
beld in Queensland, I regretted to learn
thal. Western Australin was the only State
in the Commonwealth that had not made
seme suel provision, In Tasmania there
s a seheme for paying gratuities on retire-
ment, but the other States have saperannu-
ation scheines.  Now that it has been de-
cided to deal with the matter, I hope the
seheme to be introduced will not bhe on a
niggardly seale. Looking through the vital
statisties, I find that moere than 50 per
cent. of the men in Australia die before
reaching 65 yoars of age. Under most super-
annuaftion schemes the compulsory retiving
age is regarded as 65 years, with 60 years
as the optional age for retirement. Through-
oul Australia during the period from 1931
lo 1035, 167,168 males died, and of that
number 71,929 died hefore they reached 65
vears of age. It must also be horne in
mind that, with the inanguration of a State
superannuation  seheme, the Government
will not be called wpon fo conbribute for
each  employee  nnder  the  retiring-age
provisions of the Federal National Insur-
anee  Seheme. [ hope the superannuation
provisions to he introduced will be on 2
faivly Tiheral seale. 1 understand from the
Premier that thev will be modelled prinei-
pally on the Tublie Service superanunation
scheme. IE thal is so, I will regard it as a
very fuir scheme, one that will be appre-
cinted by Government employees.

Dealing briefly with the effect of the
basic wage upon industries, I noticed that
the Leader of the Opposition, when discus-
sing the problem, said that industry eould
not stand the strain of constant inecreases
in the hasic wage. I have a list showing
the profits made by certain  companies
in 1933 and 1936 respectively. 1 will give
members some details regarding those pro-
fits, and that information will indicaie (o
the House that in some instances the pro-
fits derived from concerns in 1936 repre-
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sented an excess of 400 per cent. over those
carned in 1933. Here arc some of the
companies and the profits they made—

Company, 1933. 1936,
£ £
Amalgamnted Wireless 82,172 109,701
Adelaide Steamship Company 126,243 149,312
Australiasn Glass Manufae-
turers . .. 122,439 205,493
Broken Hill Proprietary .. 313,617 850,361

The Broken Hill ecompany is an employer
of labour on n hig seale and those returns
do nol make it appear that an increase in
the basiec wage would have any effeet on
its profits,

My, Hegney: Did von notiee the profit
made by the ““West Australian’’?

Mr. STYANTS: Here are some more—

Company. 1933, 1934,

£ *
Broken Hill South .. 276,199 519,003
Dunlop TFerdriau 241,919 307,183
CGoldsborough Mort 139,538 237,467
General Motors-Holden 134,161 678,057

Those details will open the eyes of most
members of this Chamber. (eneral Motors-
Folden is another eoncern that employs a
ereat number of workers, and profits do
not secm to have heen alfected in that in-
stanee.  Although 1 have a list of 40
companies, I will not delay the House by
quoting all of them. I ean assure members
that there are just as many glaving in-
stanees of inereased profits that T have not
revealed as those that T have read. Taking
the ) companies as a whole, in 1933 they
showed an aggregate profit of £2,723,903
whereas in 193G their profits amounted
o £3,579,128. In view of those pro-
lits, I eannat readily see how the
small  inereases in the Dhasie wnge
. could possibly have any sevious effect
on those concerns. 1 helieve that the
systom operating with regard to the basie
wage ig such that the workers do not derive
mueh benefit from any inereases granted lo
them. As soon as they receive an increasc
of a few shillings a week in the basic wage,
theve is at once a larger inereasc in the cost
of living, To me it has the appearance of
a vieious eirele,  The industries mostly
affected—the primary producing industries
including  the  goldmining industry—ecan-
not pass on the jnereased burden, as is pos-
sihle with other husiness econcerns.

For that reason I was glad to nate from
the Speech that the Government intend

to introduce legislation for the prevention of
profiteering. If this “dog-chasing-its-own-
tail” system with regard to the basic wage
and the cost of living is to continue, it will
he very difficult for the farming and
goldmining industries to keep going. 1t
the worker derived any henefit from the sys-
tem, 1 might be prepared to admit that it
was justified, but T eannot see that any sueh
henefit is derived, for the reason that I have
alveady stated. I was particularly strnek with
the ense made out by the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle} on behalf of the farmers. If
there is one section of the community with
which I have sineere sympathy, it is the see-
tion endeavouring to earve out homes from
{he virgin hush and to moke a living from
ihe produetion of wheal. I was veared on &
farm until T was 17 years of nge. [ under-
stand the poor housing, the drudgery and
privations, the lack of educational facilities
and of the evdinary amenities of life that civi-
lisation provides, all of whieh the farmers
cither experience or are denied. I was so
disgusted with life on the land that I left it
when T wag 17 years old and went sleeper-
cutting. T have not regretted my decision
to leave the land.  The wemen work like
slaves. I have often teld city women that
they, ns eompared with the women in the
country, do not know what work is, 1 have
seen  women  earrving, wilh the ad  of
4 yoke, two kerosene tins  full  of
water over distanees of 100 yards or more to
their homes and to theiv stock. The ehild-
ren in the outer districts have a very pre-
eavious existenee. 1 would be prepared fo
support any propos:al that is reasonable and
just to provide the farming cornmunity with
a satisfactory standard of living. I worked
oul what it would mean if the producer were
to get o reasonahble price for his commodity
compared with what the eonsumer has to
pay for the article manufactured from it.
T had in mind particularly the wheat farmer.

Assuming the average flour, bran and pol-
lard ¢ontent to be 70 per cent., 20 per cent.,
and 10 per cent. respectively, it would take
48 hushels of wheat to produce a ton of
flour. T have taken the fon as containing
2,000 lbs, At 2s, (d. a bushel, that would
retnrn the producer £6.  To the morchant
and miller it wonld return £10 for the ton
of flour and about £2 5s. for the bran and
pollard-offal, making a tofal of £12 5s. for
cvery 48 bushels of wheat nsed for gristing
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purposes. I suggest to those who represent
the wheatgrowers that they do not concen-
trate on such an obviously unfair method as
the proposed flour tax by which to provide
a decent standard of living for their people.
It must be quite apparent to them that un-
der that scheme, a basic wage worker
with five or six children would have
to pay at least four times the amount
that would be paid by a man in receipt of
£10 a week and without children to provide
for. If the country represeniatives can
evolve any decenft systen to attain the
end they have in view, and provide their
people with a decent standard of living, they
will have my support, becanse, as I say, 1
know the drudgery, privations and diffieul-
ties confronting the men and women on the
land. At the present time they are experi-
encing a particularly diffienlt period. I
agree with country representatives that
those people are just as mueh entitled to a
standard of living at least equivalent to
that made possible by the payment of the
basic wage as are workers in other indus-
tries, That is all I propose to say. I shall
have an opportunity later on to diseuss other
maiters to which I wished to draw attention.
I Qesired particularly to refer to the West-
land express and other relative matfers, but
I can deal with them on the Railway
Estimates.

On mofion by Mr. Wilson, dcbate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, PHYSICAL.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER asked the Chief
Secretary: Will the Minister lay on the
table of the Honse reports, now in the hands
of the Eduecation Department, by Miss K.
Gordon, dated September, 1837, and by Mr.
R. E. Halliday, dated August, 1938, on the
physical education of girls and boys?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Physical training is at present the subject
of investigation by the Director of Educa-
fion. The reports mentioned have heen sub-
mitted to the Direetor and represent buf one
phase of the inquirtes that are being made.
It is thercfore considered inadvisable to
publish reports of subordinate officers which
form part of the Director’s investigations.

QUESTION—HOSPITAILS, GOVERN-
MENT.

Puatients’ Places of Residence

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sce-
retary: (a) What was the total number of
patients treated at the Perth Hospital dur-
ing the year ended the 30th June, 1938%
(b) How many of these patients were
admitted from outside the metropolitan
area? 2, (a)} What were the total numbers
of patients treated at the Government Hos-
pitals at Busselton, Albany, Katanning and
Merredin? (b) How many of such patienis
were admitted from outside the respeective
distriets?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replicd:
1, (a) Inpatient admissions, 3,810. (b) 815,
but possibly some ceuntry pafients mav
have given metropolitan addresses. 2, (a)
Busselton, 507; Alhany, 670; Katanning,
723; Merredin, 711. {b) Busselton, 114;
Albany, 255; Katanning, 282; Merredin,
209.



